Childhood physical abuse, personality, and adult relationship violence: a model of vulnerability to victimization.
An association between childhood physical abuse and current relationship violence was observed in a sample of 56 young adult women, suggesting that childhood physical abuse may be a unique risk factor for victimization in intimate adult relationships. Aspects of personality and interpersonal functioning that reflect extreme doubt about one's interpretation and understanding of interpersonal events, and an inability to make sensible causal connections between people's thoughts, feelings, and actions largely mediated this link. Implications for intervention and directions for future research are discussed.